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hope this afternoon we can craft a 
unanimous consent agreement for both 
sides to offer some reasonable amend-
ments and that we can see final pas-
sage of this bill. 

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield 
to me? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senator be 
given an additional 2 minutes. 

Mr. CRAIG. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. Under the previous 
order——

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator made a huge mistake in the anal-
ysis of the Ashcroft amendment. 

I ask unanimous consent that I may 
have 30 seconds to set the record 
straight on the Ashcroft amendment. 

Mr. CRAIG. I would allow that. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 

holding the Ashcroft amendment in my 
hand. It says:

For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘juvenile’’ means a person who is less than 
18 years of age.

So the age was not raised to 21. There 
are some on this side who would do 
that. My amendment talks about all 
other guns. There is no age limit to go 
to a gun show. They can be 12 and buy 
a long gun, a shotgun or a rifle. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
having arrived, the Senate now stands 
in recess until the hour of 2:15 p.m. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:31 p.m., recessed until 2:16 p.m.; 
whereupon, the Senate reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. INHOFE). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina. 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 
ask to speak in morning business for 
about 10 minutes 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. THURMOND per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1064 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 15 min-
utes in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WHO IS ACCOUNTABLE? 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, this 
morning I opened the Washington Post 
newspaper to the Metro Section and 
saw on page 1 of the Metro Section, a 

headline that says, ‘‘Killer Sent To 
Wrong Prison After 2nd Murder.’’ I 
want to describe this killer and I want 
to describe what has happened in the 
District of Columbia, because I have 
spoken about this case, I suppose, five 
or six times on the floor of the Senate 
over the last 4 or 5 years. 

First, let me tell you about the man 
they are talking about, the killer. His 
name is Leo Gonzales Wright. On June 
10, 1974, he committed a rape and com-
mitted a burglary. On June 18, 1976, 
armed robbery; shot a store owner dur-
ing an armed robbery. February 1, 1976, 
robbery and murder of a cab driver, Jo-
seph Woodbury. Apprehended, incarcer-
ated, pled guilty to second degree mur-
der and armed robbery. Released on pa-
role some 17 years later. Arrested for 
cocaine in the District of Columbia. In-
dictment in a drug case, arraigned on 
the drug charge, failed to report for 
drug testing. Failed to report for drug 
testing. Carjacking and armed robbery 
of Kristina Keyes. Failed to report for 
drug testing. Carjacking and murder of 
Bettina Pruckmayr. 

Who is Bettina Pruckmayr? She was 
a young, 26-year-old human rights law-
yer. You can’t see this picture much. 
She had just graduated from George-
town, a young woman who one evening 
was getting into her car and this Leo 
Gonzales Wright abducts here, forces 
her to drive to an ATM machine, and 
gets her ATM code. She cooperates in 
every way: gives him the PIN number 
for the ATM machine, says, ‘‘I only 
have $20 in my account,’’ and then she 
tries to run away. 

He follows her and, according to the 
paper, got angry and decided to kill 
her, this 26-year-old lawyer. He said he 
was so enraged he stabbed her 38 times, 
plunging the knife into her body with 
such force that her sternum was 
crushed and many of the wounds, in-
flicted with a 5.5 inch butcher knife, 
were more than 6 inches deep. 

This young lady, this wonderful 
young attorney, was killed by someone 
who should not have been able to kill 
anybody. He was on the streets, re-
leased early. He had already murdered, 
was put in prison, but released early 
and then picked up again for an offense 
and not put back in jail. Then he mur-
dered this young woman. So the judge 
sentenced him, and the judge said, 
when he sentenced him 3 years ago: It 
is my intent, sir, that you will never be 
released into society again. You, sir, 
will die in jail. This court will do ev-
erything in its power to ensure that 
you will never walk the streets of this 
country or anyplace again. 

That is what the Federal judge said 
to Leo Gonzales Wright, a double mur-
derer, a man with a criminal record as 
long as my arm, someone who should 
not have been on the streets to murder 
Bettina Pruckmayr. 

This morning the story in the paper 
says that, while Judge Sullivan ordered 

this man to be sent to Federal prison 3 
years ago, he is not in a Federal prison. 
He has been out here at Lorton in the 
District of Columbia for the last 3 
years. In fact, at one point he was 
given part of a day to go home to at-
tend his mother’s wake. 

The story talks about the judge’s 
anger. The judge has a right to be 
angry. All of us have a need to be 
angry. This is gross, utter incom-
petence. I don’t know anybody in the 
criminal justice system in the District 
of Columbia. I don’t know anybody 
there. But there is such gross incom-
petence there it just staggers the 
imagination. 

I have spoken probably five times on 
the floor of the Senate about this mur-
der, only because it is so reflective of 
what is wrong in our criminal justice 
system. We know this guy is a mur-
derer. We knew it before and society 
put him in jail, and the parole folks let 
him out early so he could murder 
again. 

Who is accountable for that? Is some-
body going to lose his or her job? The 
last time a Federal judge sent him to 
Federal prison he didn’t go. Who is ac-
countable for that? Or he gets to go to 
his mother’s wake, this fellow who has 
murdered twice. Who is accountable for 
that? Who is going to tell the 
Pruckmayr family: We are sorry. This 
is just the way bureaucracy works. 

It ought not be the way the system 
works anywhere. 

I want to say to the Mayor of this 
city and the folks who run the criminal 
justice system in this city, I am not 
someone who bashes the city of the 
District of Columbia. I have never done 
that. Some do, but I do not. But I say 
today I am on the Appropriations Com-
mittee and you are going to pay a 
price. You are going to pay a price for 
this gross, staggering, incompetence, 
unless someone is held accountable for 
this kind of nonsense. 

People have the right to expect the 
streets are safe. People have the right 
to expect that murderers are not walk-
ing up and down the streets in this 
country. And in the District of Colum-
bia, at least, they knew this fellow was 
a murderer—he had murdered before, 
committed armed robbery before, com-
mitted rape before—only for them to 
say somehow: We decided to put him 
back on the streets. Then a Federal 
judge says: I want him in Federal pris-
on forever. The District of Columbia 
cannot even get that right. 

We need to understand why. I do not 
mean this as a threat. I just mean it as 
a promise. They are going to pay a 
price unless they demonstrate to the 
American people and to this Congress 
they are holding people accountable for 
this kind of gross negligence and gross 
incompetence. 

I never met Bettina Pruckmayr. I 
have spoken in the Senate about a 
young 11-year-old boy, I suppose, about 
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